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Kitchen: Problems & Solutions 

Availability of Plumbing and Electrical Services
The layout of the kitchen must be finalised, and the make and type of appliances finalised, before construction of the floor commences. This is to enable the kitchen plumbing and electrical services to be accurately roughed in. The roughed-in services must be in place before final measure-up for the kitchen is undertaken.

Provision for Dishwasher, Refrigerator and Stove, Oven or Cook-top 
The kitchen design must make provision for the installation of the major appliances, including dishwasher, refrigerator and stove, oven or cook-top. If it is intended to initially install relatively small appliances, sufficient space should be allowed for future upgrading to larger sizes. The electrical and plumbing design must make provision for each appliance. In particular, ensure that electrical and plumbing is installed for a (future) dishwasher.

Cupboards Inaccessible
Ensure that all cupboards are accessible, particularly if they are located over benches. It is quite difficult to ensure access to cupboards over benches that are not flush with the wall supporting the cupboards.

Cupboards Not Extended Up to Ceiling
It should not be taken for granted that cupboards will extend up the line of the ceiling. Other common alternatives include:
• Enclosing the space between the ceiling and the cupboard top (as defined by the height of the cupboard doors), or 
• Leaving it open as a shelf. 

The intention should be marked clearly on the drawings and stated in the specification.

Particular Requirements for Cupboards, Benches and Splashbacks
The particular requirements for cupboards, benches and splashbacks should be clearly defined in drawing details and in the specification to avoid misunderstandings that are costly to rectify.

