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Fencing: Problems & Solutions  
Grade and Straightness

The top of any fence should be straight in plan and at a uniform grade. The Builder may find it expedient to erect string lines for the Fencing Contractor, clearly designating the position and grade of the top of the fence.

Boundary

It is essential that the exact position of the boundary be established before setting out the fence.

Insufficient Support for Posts

In order for fences to remain vertical over an extended period, they must be set in the specified depth of concrete within the ground. Reliance on rammed earth around the post is not adequate.

Untreated Timber

All timber for external use should be treated to ensure that it is not subject to rot or termite attack. 

Number of Posts

Allow for posts at each end of the fence, except where a corner is to be built in.

Post Length

For fences consisting of discreet panels (eg welded wire panels or steel sheet panels) that are required to step up or down a sloping site, the posts must be long enough to cater for the height of the panel plus the depth to be set into the footing plus the height of the step. Since the last value varies depending on the slope of the land, the length of the posts may also vary.

Fence Length

When calculating the length of a fence consisting of discreet panels fixed either side of the posts, include the sum of post widths when determining the total length.

