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ELECTRONIC BLUEPRINT UPDATE 
 

CPD for Architects, Engineers & Builders 
 
 

Dear Building Professional 
Thank you for receiving the ELECTRONIC BLUEPRINT Update.  
Bi-monthly issues are emailed (six per year) to keep architects, engineers and builders informed of: 

 Changes to the Building Code of Australia and relevant Australian Standards  

 Commentary on the changes and other important design considerations 

 Appropriate specifications and drawing details to comply with those standards 

 A range of building products that meet the particular requirements. 
 

Should you require more information of any of the matters raised herein, please refer to our website 
www.electronicblueprint.com.au or contact us by email info@electronicblueprint.com.au .  
 

Rod Johnston – Principal Author  Karen Bloomfield – Chief Executive Officer 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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We are conscious that professionals receive large quantities of technical information.  
To cease receiving these newsletters (six per year) please email us at info@electronicblueprint.com.au .   
Email addresses are never sold nor used for reasons other than ELECTRONIC BLUEPRINT notification and information. 

Training News - more 

Structured Distance Learning Program 
May 
2008 

 Sustainability (Water 
Conservation) 

 Drainage & Plumbing 

 Roof Cladding 

 Roof Plumbing 

Architects Feature – more  

Ecolabelling, Life Cycle Analysis and In-service 
Performance 
 
 

Engineers Feature – more 
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Architects – Ecolabelling, Life Cycle Analysis and In-service Performance 
 
 “Life Cycle Analysis” is a great tool for the ecolabelling of building and plumbing products – but it must 
properly account for in-service performance.  
 
This is the message from Rod Johnston (ENVIROSPEC) in an article, “Sustainability specification for 
building” published in Environ (Winter 2008). The article states:  
 

ENVIROSPEC has produced a protocol to clearly define practical methodologies for classifying 
building products, such that their contribution to sustainability is easily definable. The 
comparison of comprehensive life-cycle analyses, prepared for competing products, is the most 
equitable basis for selecting sustainable products. ........part two of the protocol considers the 
special circumstances of in-service performance criteria, in isolation from the other life-cycle 
considerations. It deals with the effects of a building product on the sustainable operation of the 
building into which it is built, in the context of what is both common practice and what is 
permissible under the Building Regulations. 

 
The problem can be easily demonstrated by the following examples: 
 
Shower Heads 
Although the manufacture of one type of shower head may involve significantly more or less energy 
than its competitor, the in-service performance (quite rightly) currently dictates its selection. Any 
ecolabelling scheme for shower heads must give due prominence to the in-service performance. 
 

             
 
Double Glazing 
The embodied energy of a double-glazed window is approximately twice that of a single-glazed 
window. However, the in-service thermal performance of double-glazing is often far superior to that of 
single-glazing – but not in all climates, all comfort level regimes or all combinations of free-running and 
conditioned spaces. Consideration of the very complicated in-service performance must be given 
prominence in any ecolabelling scheme. 
 
For further information on this topic, or for relevant Continuing Professional Development Distance 
Learning Packages, please contact ELECTRONIC BLUEPRINT at info@electronicblueprint.com.au 
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Engineers – Corrosion in “Severe Marine Environments” 
 
It is essential that steel building materials (including roof sheeting, roof plumbing and structural items) 
be correctly specified to avoid corrosion in extreme exposure. In Australia, specification, manufacture 
and supply can cater for “severe marine environments”, but this is not necessarily the case in 
neighbouring Pacific Island countries.  
 

   
 
Rod Johnston (ENVIROSPEC), while carrying out site inspections of a new major construction project 
for the Government of Kiribati (halfway between Australia and Hawaii), reported these examples of 
severe corrosion in roof sheeting, roof plumbing and structural steelwork. The components were 
imported (not of Australian origin), and clearly demonstrated the need for comprehensive specifications 
to be enforced across the across the region. 

 

   
 
 
 
Proposal to the Australian Building Codes Board 
Part of the process is to clearly identify “severe marine environment”, as called up on the various 
standards, and its relationship to “breaking surf”. In order to clarify what is meant by these terms, the 
following proposal has been submitted to the Australian Building Codes Board, for inclusion in the 
Building Code of Australia (BCA). It is suggested that a similar classification should be employed 
across the Pacific region. 
  

Return to top 
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Definition of Breaking Surf 
Breaking Surf - Any area of salt water in which waves break regularly, with an average of at least 4 
days per week or 60 percent of the time. Wind driven white caps or choppy water are not included in 
the definition of “Breaking Surf”  
                 

Note: 
Breaking surf normally occurs in areas exposed to the open sea. Breaking surf does not 
normally occur in sheltered areas, such as occur around Port Phillip Bay, Sydney Harbour, 
Swan River and similar locations. 

 
AS 3700-2001 Masonry structures and Commentary Definition  
AS 3700-2001 Clause 5.4 defines: 

 a severe marine environment as within 1 km of the high water mark of a surf coast or 
100 m of a non-surf coast.  

 a marine environment 100 m to 1 km from the high water mark for a non-surf coast or 1 
km to 10 km from the high water mark for a surf  coast. 
 

The difference between a surf coast and non-surf coast is elaborated in AS 3700-Supplement 1 
Commentary, as follows: 
 

Commentary: 
The exposure environment is dependent on proximity to features such as surf coasts, non-surf 
coasts, industry producing chemical pollutants etc. 

 
AS 3700 Clause 1.5.2.32 defines a surf coast as: 
Surf coast - an area of salt water where breaking waves are a normal occurrence. (See Clauses 
5.2.4 and 5.2.5) 
Notes: 
1.            “Breaking waves” applies to beaches where surf breaks regularly and does not apply 

to wind driven white caps or choppy water. 
2.            As an indication of “normal occurrence” breaking waves with an average of 4 

days/week or 60 percent of the time would satisfy this definition. 
 

AS 3700 Appendix E defines various environments. The following paragraphs expand the 
distinction between Marine Environment and Severe Marine Environment. 
 
Marine Environment … The extent of the area varies considerably depending on factors such as 
winds, topography and vegetation. For sheltered areas, such as occur around Port Phillip Bay, it 
extends about 100 m from the beach to about 1 km inland …  

 
Severe Marine Environment … The extent to which such conditions extend inland depends on 
prevailing winds, extent of wave action and marine surf and land topography, but is generally 
from the beachfront to about 1 km inland along the ocean coast. Around sheltered bays, the 
region extends inland about 100 m. In high wind areas, this region may extend further inland. 

 
The distinction between “marine environment” and “severe marine environment” is a function of the 
nature of the water, wind and waves, not of shelter or shielding on the land.  
 
AS 3600-1994 Concrete structures 
AS 3600-1994 Table 4.3 Note 5 defines the "coastal" zone as including: 

Locations within 1 km of the shoreline of large expanses of salt water. (e.g. Port Phillip Bay, 
Sydney Harbour east of the Spit and Harbour Bridges, Swan River west of the Narrows Bridge). 
Where there are strong prevailing winds or vigorous surf, the distance should be increased 
beyond 1 km and higher levels of protection should be considered. Proximity to small salt water 
bays, estuaries and rivers may be disregarded. 

 
 

Return to top 
 Return to top 
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AS/NZS 2312-1994 Guide to the protection of iron and steel against atmospheric corrosion 
AS/NZS 2312-1994 Clause 2.2 defines: 

 a severe marine environment (ISO Category 4-5) will cause a one year corrosion rate of 
steel to be in excess of 50 mm, generally from the beach front to 1 km inland for the 
ocean coast and to 100 m inland around sheltered bays. 

 a marine environment (ISO Category 4-5) will cause a one year corrosion rate of steel of 
25 mm to 50 mm, generally 100 m to 1 km from the high water mark for sheltered areas 
or 1 km to 10 km from the high water mark for a surf  coast. 

 
AS 3700 Durability Requirements For Masonry Units 
AS 3700-2001 Table 5.1 requires that: 

 General purpose grade units be used in marine environments 

 Exposure grade units be used in a severe marine environment.  
 
AS/NZS 4456.10  
AS/NZS 4456.10 provides the test method and the method of classifying masonry units for salt 
resistance. It should be noted that Appendix A of AS 4456.10 places heavy reliance on the 
manufacturer's experience when classifying units. 
 
AS 3700 Durability Requirements For Mortar 
AS 3700-2001 Table 5.1 requires that: 

 M3 mortar be used in marine environments 

 M4 mortar be used in a severe marine environment.  
AS 3700-2001 Table 10.1 gives acceptable mortars for M4 applications, including 1:0.25:3 (i.e. the 
same as the C1:L0-1/4:S3 that is given the note of AS 3700-1988 Clause 3.4.2). 
In order to comply with AS 3700-2001, the mortar should be Type M4 (in particular 1:0.25:3). 
 
AS 3700 Durability Requirements For Ties, Built-In Components and Lintels 
AS 3700-2001 Table 5.1 requires that: 

 R3 classification be used in marine environments 

 R4 classification be used in a severe marine environment.  
AS/NZS 4456.10 provides the test method and the method of classifying masonry units for salt 
resistance. It should be noted that Appendix A of AS 4456.10 places heavy reliance on the 
manufacturer's experience when classifying units. 
 
AS 2699 Durability Performance Criteria 
AS 2699.1-2000 Clause 2.4.4 sets out the durability performance criteria for wall ties as follows: 
The ties shall suffer no loss in serviceability or performance over the design life of the structure (see 
Clause 2.2) when subjected to the following in-service conditions: 

a) Elevated temperatures with a maximum of 55oC, where the tie is exposed on the external face 
of the masonry (for example, some remedial ties), or 40oC, where the tie is embedded within the 
mortar bed in accordance with Clause 2.6. 

b) A cyclic temperature variation of 40oC over any 24 h period. 
c) The mortar bed having an initial alkalinity with a pH of up to 10, but carbonating over time to a 

pH of not less than 7. 
d) Being wet and remaining wet for a period of three months per year. 
e) Exposure to UV radiation (global radiation on 20 MJ/m2) for a period of up to four weeks (the 

construction period). 
f) Aerosol penetration, with the highest level of airborne salt deposited at the exterior of the 

masonry, as follows: 
(i) R0  nil g/m2/day 
(ii) R1 10 g/m2/day 
(iii) R2 20 g/m2/day 
(iv) R3 60 g/m2/day 
(v) R4 300 g/m2/day 
(vi) R5  See Note 2 Return to top 

 Return to top 
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Notes: 
1. The extent of aerosol penetration depends on the distance from the coast; however, in practice, 

microclimate effects distort otherwise normal climatic patterns by many kilometres and should 
always be taken into account. The salt deposition in the wall cavity would normally be half that 
experienced on the exterior face of the wall. The values used in Appendix C reflect this 
situation. 

2. The R5 durability classification refers to specific corrosive environments outside the above 
criteria. Where industrial fall-out, bacteria, chemicals or other environmental conditions exist, it 
is necessary for the manufacturer to test all unique coatings and materials to confirm their 
resistance to the particular environment for the expected life of the structure. Because that 
environment cannot be specified in this document, suitable coating systems cannot be 
recommended. 

 
AS 2699.1-2000 Clause 2.2 assumes a design life of 50 years, and the deemed-to-comply coating 
systems are based on this design life. If a longer design life is required, then coatings with enhanced 
performance could be required. 
 
AS 2699.2-2000 Clause 2.4.4 sets out the durability performance criteria for connectors and 
accessories. They are generally the same as for wall ties. 
 
AS 2699.3-2000 Clause 2.4.4 sets out the durability performance criteria for connectors and 
accessories. They are generally the same as for wall ties. 
 
AS 2699.1-2000 Tables 3 and 4 set out the deemed-to-comply coating systems. 
 
Charts of Corrosion Resistance 

 
For further information on this topic, or for relevant Continuing Professional Development Distance 
Learning Packages, please contact ELECTRONIC BLUEPRINT at info@electronicblueprint.com.au  
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Builders – Selection of Appropriate Roof Plumbing Components  
 
When selecting roof plumbing components, a Builder must be conscious of: 
 

 Water transmission requirements, set out in the BCA (Building Code of Australia) and the 
AS/NZS 3500 series of standards;  
 

 Corrosion limitations in various standards; and 
 

 Bushfire considerations, in the BCA and the AS 3959. 
 
 

     
 
 
 
The following generic specifications are included to assist in product selection. Details of complying 
products are available from the www.electronicblueprint.com.au . 
 

Metal Rainwater Goods 

Metal rainwater goods shall comply with the Drawings, Building Regulations and relevant Standard (AS 
2179.1).  
This includes gutters, metal fascia, downpipes, ridge flashing, valley flashing, barge gutter, edge roll, general 
flashing, barge angle and barge, fabricated from aluminium/zinc alloy-coated steel, aluminium alloys, copper, 
copper alloy, zinc-coated steel, stainless steel and zinc.  

 Steel sheet shall comply with AS 1397 with a minimum yield stress of 550 MPa with a zinc-aluminium 
coating complying with AZ150. 

 All materials shall be in the style and colour set out in the schedule of materials.  

 Gutters with high fronts shall incorporate slots to permit overflow.  
More details…click here 

 
Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) Rainwater Goods 
Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) rainwater goods shall comply with the Drawings, Building Regulations and relevant 
Standard (AS 2179.2). This includes gutters and downpipes. 

 All materials shall be in the style and colour set out in the schedule of materials.  

 Gutters with high fronts shall incorporate slots to permit overflow.  
More details…click here 

Return to top 
 Return to top 
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Gutter Protection 

Gutter protection shall comply with the Drawings, Building Regulations and relevant Standard (AS 3959 and AS 
2179).  

 Gutter protection shall consist of  
o Colorbond coated steel mesh; or  
o Stainless steel; or  
o Coated aluminium; or  
o PVC coated, ultra-violet stabilized, fire retarded fibre-glass; or  
o Ultra-violet stabilized polymer 

 For a tiled roof, gutter protection shall be slipped under or clipped to the second row of tiles. 

 For a metal roof, gutter protection shall be fixed by metal saddles and trim. 

 Gutter protection shall be screw-fixed to the outer edge of the eaves gutter at centres not exceeding 
1.5 m to shed leaves off the gutter.  

 Shall facilitate the drying and shedding of leaves and air-borne debris without manual intervention. 

 Metal rainwater goods incorporated into gutter protection shall be in the style and colour set out in the 
schedule of materials. 

 Gutter systems in areas prone to bushfire levels 1, 2 & 3, (as defined in AS 3959), shall comply with 
the Building Regulations and AS 3959, and shall be fire resistant with a Flammability Index not more 
than 5, when tested in accordance with AS 1530.2  

More details…click here 

 

Enclosed Self-Shedding Gutter Systems  

Enclosed self-shedding gutter systems incorporating gutter protection shall comply with the Drawings, Building 
Regulations and relevant Standard (AS 2179).  

 Enclosed self-shedding gutter systems incorporating gutter protection shall consist of: 
o Colorbond coated steel  
o Stainless steel,  
o Coated aluminium  
o PVC coated, ultra-violet stabilized, fire retarded fibre-glass  
o Ultra-violet stabilized polymer 

 Enclosed self-shedding gutter systems shall facilitate the drying and shedding of leaves and air-borne 
debris without manual intervention. 

 Metal rainwater goods incorporated into gutter systems shall be in the style and colour set out in the 
schedule of materials. 

 Enclosed self-shedding gutter systems in areas prone to bushfire levels 1, 2 & 3, (as defined in AS 
3959), shall comply with the Building Regulations and AS 3959, and shall be fire resistant with a 
Flammability Index not more than 5, when tested in accordance with AS 1530.2  

More details…click here 
 
 
 

For further information on this topic, or for relevant Continuing Professional Development Distance 
Learning Packages, please contact ELECTRONIC BLUEPRINT at info@electronicblueprint.com.au      
  
 
  
  

Return to top 
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Product Directory - Supplier Table 
 

Key: 

Supplier name  Hyperlink to Product Page for particular Supplier 

EB Sections     Electronic Blueprint sections that Supplier products feature in 

Spec Type:         Electronic Blueprint Specification 

        Electronic Blueprint Sustainability Specification 
 

 

Supplier  Product Details EB 
SECTION(S) 

SPEC 
TYPE 

Abey Australia Pty Ltd 

 

Wall ties for all environments, including stainless steel cavity ties for 

use in Marine (R3) and Severe Marine (R4) environments 
12  

Alpha Coatings Thermally regulated paints and coatings 19  
Armacell Australia Pty Ltd Engineered foam for thermal and acoustic insulation solutions.  5,23  
Astec Paints Australia Thermally regulated paints and coatings. 19  
Ausdrain Drainage cells for horizontal and vertical applications ; Geotextiles; 

Protection Boards; Underground rainwater storage & re-use; 

Stormwater infiltration & filtration; Retention tanks; Septic leach 

drainage. 

2,4,5  

Breezeway Australia Pty Ltd 

 

Energy and cyclone rated louvre windows made from non-corrosive 

materials complying with AS 2047; Skylights manufactured in 

accordance with AS2485 and AS1288 and energy rated according to 

WERS Scheme; Solid timber loft ladders with a high load capacity of 

160kg; insulated and dust retardant trap doors 

6, 9  

Brunswick Sales 

 

Vertical control joint ties to AS 2699 Part 1. Available fully galvanised 

or grade 316 stainless steel. 
12    

C&M Brick Retaining wall systems to meet the requirements of AS 4678;  

Water-repellent masonry blocks 
4, 12, 27   

Concrete Colour Systems 

 

Pigments and systems for resurfacing, colouring and stencilling 

existing and new concrete surfaces 
3  

Connolly Key Joint Pty Ltd Preformed concrete control joints and ancillary products 3  
Cultured Stone Manufactured Stone Veneer Cladding 9  
CVC Centravac Built –In Vacuum Systems 23  
Devi Heating Systems Underfloor and ceiling heating systems. 16  
Duralok  Fence System PVC Fencing  26  
Easy Living Home Elevators Home & commercial elevators, dumbwaiters and limited mobility lifts 

to AS 1735 
23  

Electronic Blueprint 

 

Steel mullions for brickwork and blockwork to provide wind and 

earthquake resistance to the new AS/NZS 1170.2 and AS 1170.4. 

Resilient ties to comply with BCA Vol 1&2 for the separation of 

leaves of cavity walls to eliminate the transmission of impact sound 

7, 12  

Elmich Australia Landscape Engineering Solutions 2,5,25,27  
Ensystex Australasia Termite barriers complying with the requirements of AS 3660.1 

Non-toxic, in-ground or above-ground, termite colony elimination and 

protection system complying with AS3660.2. 

3,8,12  

Exfoliators Premium Perlite, Premium Vermiculite and Passive Fire Protection products. 19  
Expella Pty Ltd Ventilation solutions 23  
Fibercon 

 

Steel fibre reinforcement used for enhancing toughness and impact 

resistance of concrete 
3, 27  

Foamular Insulation Extruded Polystyrene Insulation 14  
Ford Timbers Pty Ltd Hardwoods with enhanced performance. 8,9,10,26,28  
Galvanisers Association GAA is an industry Association established in 1963 to represent 

galvanizing companies and to provide technical consulting services on 

a not for profit basis. 

7  
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Helifix (Australia) Pty Ltd  Products to repair cracked or damaged brickwork 12  
Higgins Insulation Higgins Insulation manufacture high quality, high performance, safe, 

natural, environmentally friendly insulation products 
14   

Joistrip Extruded Rubber Flashings 8  
Master Builders Association Construction area safety signage. 1  
Nanovations Specialty Paints 19  
NRG Greenboard Thermal wall systems 14  
Nuplex Constructions Nuplex Construction Products manufacture and market floor coatings 

and sealers complying with AS/NZS 2310, AS/NZS 2311 & AS/NZS 

2312. 

19  

Nylex Water Solutions Rainwater Tanks 5  
Origen Australia EnduroShield™ is a revolutionary permanent non-stick, invisible 

coating for glass, ceramic and tile surfaces. 
19  

Pointsbuild Basic legal and financial training for CPD points 0  
Protect-A-Window Australia Protective window, tile and tub coatings 0,19  
Raven Product Pty Ltd 

 

Sealing Systems, for doors and windows, which are frequently multi-

purpose, sealing against a combination of intrusions and leakages 

including sound (AS 1191), fire (intumescent) & smoke (to AS 1530.4 

& AS/NZS 1905.1), rain, draughts, dust, embers, light insects, vermin, 

and energy inc. heating & air conditioning (to AS 4420.4, AS 4420.5, 

AS 2047, AS 1939, AS 1530.7).. 

6, 18   

Resene Paints (Aust) Ltd Environmentally friendly (low VOC) paints complying to APAS 

requirements and Electronic Blueprint Sustainability Specification. 
19  

Robert Bosch (Australia) Pty. 

Ltd.   

Commercial and domestic continuous flow gas hot water systems-

Hydropower, Pilot & Electronic ignition, available in natural gas & 

LPG. All gas hot water systems compliant with AS 4552. 

5  

RootBarrier 
Moisture and tree root shields 3  

Silvan Australia Pty Ltd 
Innovative rainwater utilisation systems 5  

Skydome Skylight Systems 
Tubular skylights, roof windows, domed skylights, overhead glazing, 

mechanical roof ventilation 
6, 23  

SmartFlo Gutters 
Enclosed self-shedding gutter systems. 11  

Stramit Building Products 

 

Cold-rolled galvanised steel products complying with AS 4600 

Permanent formwork of cold-rolled steel complying with AS 1538 and 

AS 1397 

Sheet steel metal roof and wall cladding complying with AS 1397 

Metal rainwater goods complying with AS 2179.1 

3, 7, 8, 10, 
11 

 

Timbercrete Unique Brick Suppliers 4  
Tridek Contemporary Roofing Panels.  Contemporary Roofing Panel that 

effectively forms a roof, ceiling and insulation in one continuous panel. 
10  

Global Safe Technologies Anti Slip and Non Slip Floor Surface Safety Solutions Provider 15,19, 20,29  
Hanson Building Products 

 

Retaining wall systems to meet the requirements of AS 4678; Water-

repellent masonry blocks; Concrete block systems, including insulated 

blocks and acoustic block systems, to meet the BCA requirements; 

Segmental pavers for roadways, driveways, gardens and pool 

surrounds to meet AS 3727 Residential pavements 

Energy Efficient Masonry Housing Systems 

4,12  
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Distance Learning Training Program - SCOPE 

The following scope outlines the learning outcomes and program content for the 2 Year Structured 
Distance Learning Program, provided by Electronic Blueprint, for Architects, Engineers and Builders. It 
is intended as a guide to the format of the overall package. Each module is updated regularly to reflect 
regulatory changes, including the BCA and Australian Standards, and material and products changes 
relevant to the industry sector e.g. Green labelling and complying products. 

The program has been written and compiled to ensure practical, hands-on and relevant learning 
outcomes with a focus on: 

 Design Considerations 

 Relevant Standards and Considerations 

 Problems and Solutions 

 Specifications 

 Suitable Products 

 Site Control Checklists, and 

 Sustainability Issues 

The full course covers 30 topics which represent all aspects of Building Construction, grouped into 12 
Modules of complimentary type for greatest relevance, and tailored for industry professionals in the 
following format: 

Design Modules – providing focus on Specifications, Details & Concepts 

Building Modules – providing focus on Details, Background & Construction Inspections 

Engineering Modules – involving complex design calculations and engineering detailing 

Learning Outcomes:  
By the end of the program, participants will have a thorough working knowledge of the 30 sections. 

Accrual of Continued Professional Development (CPD) Points: 
In accordance with guidance from the NSW Office of Fair Trading, Building professionals may claim 1 
point for each hour spent to complete this Distance Learning Program. As a guide, modules average 
over two hours completion time each. 

Format: 
Every two months, a coordinated Distance Learning Package consisting of several related topics is 
provided. Each package includes an Electronic Update, which summarises the content, and several 
voiced-over presentations provided in Breeze format with full text available for hard copy print out. 
Participants receive modules on disk, with assistance available by tutor via email. Participants are 
required to complete a short assignment, which is marked and returned with a certificate for CPD 
accrual, before the next Module is sent out. 

Register today to be a part of the most exciting CPD Training Program for Building Professionals in 
Australia! 
 

Contact Karen on 4360 2255 for registration details or visit the website at 
http://www.electronicblueprint.com.au/training.html   

View module summary below. 
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Non-structured Distance Learning 
Architects, Engineers and Builders may select Distance Learning Packages from a comprehensive list 
to suit their particular needs. The training is carried out at the convenience of the participant, an 
assignment is submitted and assessed, the Certificate of Completion is issued and CPD points 
assigned. More… 
 

Sustainability Distance Learning for Continued Professional Development 
  
$175 + GST (each), each presentation is a Breeze style presentation on CD, complete with full text, 
audio voice-over and tutoring opportunity.  
 
Energy Efficiency – dealing with issues related 
to the conservation of energy and reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions 
 
Water Conservation – dealing with issues of 
capturing rainwater and conserving water use, 
together with maintaining water quality 
 
Air Quality – dealing with minimizing the release of volatile organic compounds from building products, 
to maintain a satisfactory air quality and avoid “sick building syndrome” 
 
Place order 
 

Summary of Structured Distance Learning Program 

Module 1  Site establishment & preliminaries 
 

Module 7 Sustainability (Water Conservation) 
Drainage & plumbing 
Roof cladding 
Roof plumbing 

Module 2  Masonry Module 8 Paving 
Public kerbs, gutters, footpaths etc 

Module 3  Sustainability (Energy Efficiency) 
Windows, doors & glazing 
Insulation 
 

Module 9 Sustainability (Air quality & toxicity) 
Painting & coatings 
Cleaning 

Module 4  Earthworks & site drainage Module 10 Concrete 

Module 5  Retaining walls 
Fencing 
Landscaping 
 

Module 11 Loading Standards 
Structural steelwork 
Wall, roof & floor framing 
Carpentry, Joinery, Cladding & Floor 
Ceiling & wall lining 

Module 6  Slip Resistance 
Floor & wall tiling 
Resilient floor coverings 
Carpets & soft furnishings 

Module 12 Electrical installation 
Mechanical ventilation & services 
Kitchen 
Vehicular doors 
Window & door shutters 
Metalwork & balustrades 

Complimentary Packages  
Site establishment & preliminaries - This demonstration module will be made available free-of-charge to participants. 
BCA – A module on the amendments to the BCA Volumes 1 & 2 which are published 1st May each year will be made 
available free-of-charge with the May module of each year. 
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Changes to Australian Standards  
 
 

These changes are reflected in the updated version of the ELECTRONIC BLUEPRINT, which will is 
available at www.electronicblueprint.com.au . For more information on changes to Australian 
Standards, visit SAI Global at www.standards.com.au 

 
New Standard Superseded Standard 

AS/NZS 3504:2006 Fire blankets  

AS 4145.1-2008 Locksets and hardware for doors and windows - 
Glossary of terms and rating system 

 

AS 4145.2-2008 Locksets and hardware for doors and windows - 
Mechanical locksets for doors and windows in buildings 

AS 4145.2-1993 
AS 4145.3-2001 

 
Amended Standards 

AS 1926.2-2007 Swimming pool safety - Location of safety barriers for swimming pools 

 
Advertisement 

Industry News – Workforce Connections 

 

Workforce Connections Australia offers a ONE 
STOP SHOP for the building and construction 
industry ,  redefining the way the building and 
construction industry do business with each 
other, offering a supreme online location for 
meeting all your needs 24hours a day 7 days a 
week.  
 
Launched in 2007,our membership is growing 
rapidly, our site has been designed to enable 
all associated with the Building and 
Construction Industry to logon and locate all 
they require: Developers search for trade 
businesses, industry businesses looking for workers, tenders-private and government, 
advertise on the job board, suppliers of services e.g. architects, interior fit-out specialists, 
OH&S consultants, businesses such as Electronic Blueprint offering unique services to the 
industry, suppliers of products and manufacturers in your local area as well as access to 
Industry associations, everything on the one site, no more searching all over the internet, 
yellow pages or costly advertising in newspapers.  If you operate in the construction industry 
our web site gives you direct access, enabling you to keep your business connected with the 
industry and up to date with all the current news, legislation, connecting you to the industry 
Australia wide. 
 
Workforce Connections Australia is a privately owned company with no affiliation to any one 
organisation, it is a site that has been developed for all associated with the Building and 
Construction Industry, whether they are a Developer, Builder, Trade business, worker, 
Architect, Engineer, Insurance broker, apprentice to find each other and keep up to date 
with all that is happening in the industry across Australia.  
 
Workforce Connections Australia site will continually grow and change to suit all our 
members and their business needs ð a service provider to the Building and Construction 
Industry across Australia. 
 
For more information visit our site www.workforceconnections.com.au  or call 1300 795 055 

Return to top 
 Return to top 

 

http://www.electronicblueprint.com.au/
http://www.standards.com.au/
http://www.workforceconnections.com.au/


ELECTRONIC BLUEPRINT        ABN 31 088 338 532  Inc in NSW 
49A Parklands Road, Mt Colah NSW 2079,  Australia     w:    www.electronicblueprint.com.au      
p:   +61 2 4360 2255    f:  +61 2 4360 2256     e:    info@electronicblueprint.com.au 
MAY 2008 ELECTRONIC BLUEPRINT Update             Page 14 

 

ENVIROSPEC News  

 
ENVIROSPEC is committed to sustainable building construction and operation. 
We provide assessments and specifications for sustainable building products, determined in the context of the 
Building Regulations and the Protocol: Sustainability Specifications, Criteria and Compliance for Australian 
Building Products (Download Protocol).  
 
ENVIROSPEC and CMS are proud to present the 2008 ESSENTIAL FREE SEMINAR SERIES: 
 
MARKETING IN THE GREEN DECADE 

 Sustainability 

 CodeMark 

 Electronic Specifications 
 
Who: Senior Marketing Managers 
 
What: Building Products 
 
Why: In the green decade our building practices will change dramatically and be dictated by: 

 More regulation 

 Tighter sustainability stringency 

 Demand for fast access to accurate technically sound product information. 
 
When:  (Click link to download Invitation) 
 Sydney   
 August, Tues 12 
 October, Tues 14 
 Brisbane  
 October, Wed 15 
 Melbourne  
 June, Tues 17 
 August, Thurs 14  
 
Register: Click to complete your registration HERE 

 
This workshop brings two of the leading building industry professionals together. Rod Johnston, (Chairman of the 
Electronic Blueprint and engineering representative on the ABCB Building Codes Committee), will identify 
sustainability features of many building products and how to exploit this through CodeMark and electronic 
specifications.  
 
Herve Michoux (Managing Director, Global-Mark) will address how smart product suppliers are taking up the 
Australian Building Codes Board CodeMark scheme to ensure that their products are specified as complying with 
the Building Code of Australia. 

 
Current and proposed changes to the Building Code of Australia, a global move towards sustainability and the 
advent of internet based product specifications have converged to offer exciting marketing techniques for the 
modern marketing manager. 
 

This year we will bring the seminar to Sydney, Brisbane and, for the first time, Melbourne. Dates will be advertised 
on the website shortly, however, receive your personal invitation by registering your interest (name & state) at 
info@electronicblueprint.com.au. Number of attendees is limited by venue size. 
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