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Cement, Lime, Water Thickener and Sand for Mortar 
 
 
Electronic Blueprint and ENVIROSPEC provide building 
specifications, details and training on safe and sustainable 
buildings to architects, engineers and builders. Cement and 
lime used in the masonry mortar should comply with the 
relevant standards, as per AS 3700 Masonry structures. 
 

 Cement shall be Type GP portland cement or GB 
blended cement complying with AS 3972. 

 Masonry cement shall comply with AS 1316. 

 Lime shall be hydrated building lime complying with 
AS 1672.1  

 
In some applications, as a substitute for lime, it is 
recommended that methyl-cellulose water thickener be used. 
This is a gel that holds the moisture in the mortar until it has 
time to hydrate and harden.  Methyl cellulose water thickener 
is quite different from air-entraining agent, which is commonly 
used to increase mortar workability. The over-dosing of air-
entraining agent is often detrimental to the quality of the 
mortar. 
 
For further details of electronic specifications or the ENVIROSPEC Protocol - www.electronicblueprint.com.au 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ELECTRONIC BLUEPRINT is the principal point of reference and knowledge base for Architects, Engineers and Builders and the only package 
that fully integrates regulatory & standards requirements with comprehensive, editable specifications, CAD details and approved industry training 

http://www.electronicblueprint.com.au/

